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2012 James Beard  
Foundation awards

Restaurant and Chef 
Award Semifinalists

BeSt New ReStAuRANt

altura, seattle

aQ, san Francisco

the Bachelor Farmer, minneapolis

Bistronomic, Chicago

the Catbird seat, nashville, tn

the dorrance, Providence, ri

the Farm and Fisherman, Philadelphia

Fiola, washington, d.C.

Harvest, Louisville, KY

isa, nYC

Little serow, washington, d.C.

the macintosh, Charleston, sC

mB Post, manhattan Beach, Ca

next, Chicago

ollie irene, mountain Brook, aL

Park tavern, san Francisco

Petite Jacqueline, Portland, me

Picca, Los angeles

Pistou, Burlington, Vt

Pondicheri, Houston 

restaurant 1833, monterey, Ca

salt, st. Louis

shinBay, scottsdale, aZ

tashan, Philadelphia

tertulia, nYC

trade, Boston

tremont, nYC

Yardbird southern table & Bar, miami Beach, FL 

Zeppoli, Collingswood, nJ

OutStANdiNg BAR PROgRAm

anvil Bar & refuge, Houston

arnaud’s French 75 Bar, new orleans

the aviary, Chicago

Bar agricole, san Francisco

Beretta, san Francisco

Clyde Common, Portland, or

the Columbia room, washington, d.C.

Cook & Brown Public House, Providence, ri

Cure, new orleans

drink, Boston
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the esquire tavern, san antonio, tX

the Franklin mortgage & investment Co., Philadelphia

High west distillery & saloon, Park City, ut 

Holeman & Finch Public House, atlanta

La Belle Vie, minneapolis

the old Fashioned, madison, wi

Pdt, nYC

Pegu Club, nYC

the Porter Beer Bar, atlanta

PX, alexandria, Va

rivera, Los angeles

standard tap, Philadelphia

the Violet Hour, Chicago

the Zig Zag Café, seattle

OutStANdiNg Chef

Jody adams, rialto, Cambridge, ma

sean Brock, mcCrady’s, Charleston, sC

david Chang, momofuku ssäm Bar, nYC

Gary danko, restaurant Gary danko, san Francisco

suzanne Goin, Lucques, Los angeles

daniel Humm, eleven madison Park, nYC

Paul Kahan, Blackbird, Chicago

melissa Kelly, Primo, rockland, me

david Kinch, manresa, Los Gatos, Ca

donald Link, Herbsaint, new orleans

tony mantuano, spiaggia, Chicago

tim mcKee, La Belle Vie, minneapolis 

Carrie nahabedian, naha, Chicago

Vitaly Paley, Paley’s Place, Portland, or

Charles Phan, the slanted door, san Francisco

stephan Pyles, stephan Pyles, dallas 

Frank ruta, Palena, washington, d.C.

nancy silverton, Pizzeria mozza, Los angeles 

Holly smith, Cafe Juanita, Kirkland, wa

Janos wilder, Janos, tucson, aZ

OutStANdiNg PAStRy Chef

Julieta V. adauto, orange Peel Pastries,  

Cakes & more, el Paso, tX 

Joanne Chang, Flour Bakery + Cafe, Boston

melissa Chou, aziza, san Francisco

Patrick Fahy, Café des architectes, Chicago

Ken Forkish, Ken’s artisan Bakery, Portland, or

michelle Gayer, salty tart Bakery, minneapolis

Hedy Goldsmith, michael’s Genuine Food & drink, 

miami 

maura Kilpatrick, sofra Bakery and Cafe,  

Cambridge, ma

Yasmin Lozada-Hissom, olivea, denver

Lisa Lu, Jardinière, san Francisco

tiffany macisaac, Birch & Barley, washington, d.C. 

Cheryl maffai and Jonathan stevens, Hungry Ghost 

Bread, northampton, ma

dahlia narvaez, osteria mozza, Los angeles

Ghaya oliveira, Boulud sud, nYC

Jessie Prawlucki, Fond / Belle Cakery, Philadelphia

aaron russell, restaurant eugene, atlanta

mindy segal, mindy’s HotChocolate, Chicago

Philip speer, uchi, austin, tX 

Bob truitt, ai Fiori, nYC 

Cynthia wong, empire state south, atlanta
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OutStANdiNg ReStAuRANt

august, new orleans

Balthazar, nYC

Blue Hill, nYC

Boulevard, san Francisco

Canlis, seattle

Charleston, Baltimore

Fore street, Portland, me

Foreign Cinema, san Francisco

Highlands Bar and Grill, Birmingham, aL

the Kitchen restaurant, sacramento, Ca

magnolia Grill, durham, nC

marcel’s, washington, d.C.

oleana, Cambridge, ma

Patina, Los angeles

Picasso at Bellagio, Las Vegas

restaurant alma, minneapolis

terra, st. Helena, Ca

tru, Chicago

Vetri, Philadelphia

Vincent on Camelback, Phoenix

OutStANdiNg ReStAuRAteuR

edward aloise and Claudia rippee, e&C restaurant  

management Corporation, manchester, nH 

nick Badovinus, Flavor Hook, dallas

ashok Bajaj, Knightsbridge restaurant Group,  

washington, d.C.

tom Baron and Bill Fuller, big Burrito restaurant Group,  

Pittsburgh

roger Berkowitz, Legal sea Foods, Boston

Frank Bonanno, Bonanno Concepts, denver 

Bruce Bromberg and eric Bromberg, Blue ribbon  

restaurants, nYC 

richard d’amico and Larry d’amico, d’amico & 

Partners, minneapolis

Jason dady, Jason dady restaurants, san antonio, tX 

tom douglas, tom douglas restaurants, seattle

sam Fox, Fox restaurant Concepts, scottsdale, aZ  

richard Gonzmart, Columbia restaurant, tampa, FL 

mike Klank and eddie Hernandez, taqueria del sol, 

atlanta

donnie madia, one off Hospitality, Chicago

nick Pihakis, Jim ‘n nick’s Bar-B-Q, Birmingham, aL 

Piero selvaggio, Valentino restaurant Group,  

santa monica, Ca 

stephen starr, starr restaurants, Philadelphia 

Caroline styne, Lucques/a.o.C./tavern, Los angeles 

Phil suarez, suarez restaurant Group, nYC 

doug washington, mitchell rosenthal, and steven 

rosenthal, stock & Bones, san Francisco

OutStANdiNg SeRviCe

Brigtsen’s, new orleans

Café Boulud at the Brazilian Court Hotel,  

Palm Beach, FL

Clancy’s, new orleans

the Compound, santa Fe, nm

Cyrus, Healdsburg, Ca

Fountain restaurant at Four seasons Hotel  

Philadelphia, Philadelphia

the French room at the adolphus Hotel, dallas

Joël robuchon at mGm Grand Hotel & Casino,  

Las Vegas

L’espalier, Boston
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La Grenouille, nYC

manny’s steakhouse, minneapolis

michael mina, san Francisco

nopa, san Francisco

the oakroom at the seelbach Hilton, Louisville, KY

Picholine, nYC

Providence, Los angeles

restaurant eve, alexandria, Va

spiaggia, Chicago

topolobampo, Chicago

Vetri, Philadelphia

OutStANdiNg wiNe PROgRAm 

a16, san Francisco

the Barn at Blackberry Farm, walland, tn

Café on the Green at Four seasons resort and Club 

dallas at Las Colinas, irving, tX

Canlis, seattle

Charleston, Baltimore

CityZen at mandarin oriental, washington, d.C.

Cut at Beverly wilshire, Beverly Hills, Ca

emeril’s new orleans 

Five and ten, athens, Ga

Frasca Food and wine, Boulder, Co

Hatfield’s, Los angeles

no. 9 Park, Boston

Patina, Los angeles

Perbacco, san Francisco

Picasso at Bellagio, Las Vegas

restaurant eve, alexandria, Va

sepia, Chicago

tria, Philadelphia

troquet, Boston

wild rice restaurant, Bayfield, wi

OutStANdiNg wiNe & SPiRitS  
PROfeSSiONAl

sam Calagione, dogfish Head Craft Brewery, milton, de

ron Cooper, del maguey, single Village mezcal,  

ranchos de taos, nm

merry edwards, merry edwards winery, sebastopol, Ca

Greg engert, neighborhood restaurant Group,  

alexandria, Va

alex Golitzin, Quilceda Creek Vintners, snohomish, wa

Paul Grieco, terroir, nYC

Ken Grossman, sierra nevada Brewing Co., Chico, Ca 

Lance Hanson, Peak spirits, Hotchkiss, Co

david Hirsch, Hirsch Vineyards, Cazadero, Ca

manfred Krankl, sine Qua non, Ventura, Ca

Jim Koch, the Boston Beer Company, Boston

steve mcCarthy, Clear Creek distillery, Portland, or

Garrett oliver, Brooklyn Brewery, nYC

Jorge ordoñez, Fine estates from spain, dedham, ma

Virginia Philip, Virginia Philip wine shop & academy, 

west Palm Beach, FL

neal rosenthal, mad rose Group, Pine Plains, nY

Jörg rupf, st. George spirits, alameda, Ca

abe schoener, the scholium Project, napa, Ca

eric solomon, eric solomon selections - european  

Cellars, Charlotte, nC

sean Lilly wilson, Fullsteam, durham, nC  
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RiSiNg StAR Chef Of the yeAR

dave Beran, next, Chicago

noah Bernamoff, mile end, nYC

danny Bowien, mission Chinese Food, san Francisco 

Katie Button, Cúrate, asheville, nC 

Clayton Chapman, the Grey Plume, omaha, ne 

Joe Cicala, Le Virtù, Philadelphia 

Preston Clark, el Paseo, mill Valley, Ca 

Chad Colby, mozza2Go, Los angeles 

Joshua drew, Farmshop, santa monica, Ca 

Kevin Gillespie, woodfire Grill, atlanta 

Bryce Gilmore, Barley swine, austin, tX 

Grant Gordon, tony’s, Houston

emma Hearst, sorella, nYC 

matthew Kirkley, L2o, Chicago

Casey Lane, the tasting Kitchen, Venice, Ca 

aaron London, ubuntu, napa, Ca 

sara Lukasiewicz, red devon, Bangall, nY 

thomas mcnaughton, flour + water, san Francisco

Jd morton, domaine Hudson, wilmington, de

david Posey, Blackbird, Chicago 

Jesse schenker, recette, nYC

Lee styer, Fond, Philadelphia

Benjamin sukle, the dorrance, Providence, ri 

max sussman, roberta’s, nYC 

Christina tosi, momofuku milk Bar, nYC

Jarrod Verbiak, dB Bistro moderne at the Jw marriott  

marquis miami 

sameh wadi, saffron restaurant & Lounge, 

minneapolis

Blaine wetzel, the willows inn, Lummi island, wa 

micah wexler, mezze, Los angeles

Kris Yenbamroong, talésai, west Hollywood, Ca

sue Zemanick, Gautreau’s, new orleans

BeSt Chef: gReAt lAkeS

Josh adams, June, Peoria Heights, iL

richard Blondin, refectory restaurant & Bistro,  

Columbus, oH

michael Carlson, schwa, Chicago

Jean-robert de Cavel, Jean-robert’s table, Cincinnati

Luciano del signore, Bacco ristorante, southfield, mi

david Gilbert, Forest Grill, Birmingham, mi

Greg Hardesty, recess, indianapolis

stephanie izard, Girl & the Goat, Chicago

anne Kearney, rue dumaine, dayton, oH

regina mehallick, r Bistro, indianapolis

matthew millar, reserve, Grand rapids, mi

martial noguier, Bistronomic, Chicago

Chris nugent, Goosefoot, Chicago

Kent rigsby, rigsby’s Kitchen, Columbus

Jonathon sawyer, the Greenhouse tavern, Cleveland

Bruce sherman, north Pond, Chicago

david tallent, restaurant tallent, Bloomington, in

Giuseppe tentori, Gt Fish & oyster, Chicago

Paul Virant, Vie, western springs, iL

andrew Zimmerman, sepia, Chicago

BeSt Chef: mid-AtlANtiC

andrew araneo, drew’s Bayshore Bistro, Keyport, nJ

Cathal armstrong, restaurant eve, alexandria, Va

Pierre Calmels, Bibou, Philadelphia
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Jay Caputo, espuma, rehoboth Beach, de

tony Conte, the oval room, washington, d.C.

scott drewno, the source, washington, d.C.

david Gilberg, Koo Zee doo, Philadelphia

spike Gjerde, woodberry Kitchen, Baltimore

michael Krikorian, Copper Canyon, atlantic Highlands, nJ

Johnny monis, Komi, washington, d.C.

Peter Pastan, obelisk, washington, d.C.

Konstantinos Pitsillides, Kanella, Philadelphia

maricel Presilla, Cucharamama, Hoboken, nJ

dale reitzer, acacia, richmond, Va

Chip roman, Blackfish, Conshohocken, Pa

Kevin sousa, salt of the earth, Pittsburgh

Vikram sunderam, rasika, washington, d.C.

marcie turney, Barbuzzo, Philadelphia

Bryan Voltaggio, Volt, Frederick, md

Cindy wolf, Charleston, Baltimore

BeSt Chef: midweSt

m.J. adams, the Corn exchange, rapid City, sd

Justin aprahamian, sanford, milwaukee

mike Brown and James winberg, travail Kitchen and  

amusements, robbinsdale, mn

steven Brown, tilia, minneapolis

Gerard Craft, niche, st. Louis

doug Flicker, Piccolo, minneapolis

Josh Galliano, monarch, st. Louis

Colby Garrelts, Bluestem, Kansas City, mo

ted Habiger, room 39, Kansas City, mo

Jan Kelly, meritage, milwaukee

russell Klein, meritage, st. Paul, mn

Paul Kulik, the Boiler room, omaha, ne

stephen Logsdon, Lucca, des moines, ia

tory miller, L’etoile, madison, wi

shinji muramoto, restaurant muramoto, madison, wi

Kevin nashan, sidney street Cafe, st. Louis 

Lenny russo, Heartland restaurant & Farm direct 

market, st. Paul, mn 

dan Van rite, Hinterland, milwaukee 

Kevin willmann, Farmhaus, st. Louis 

stewart woodman, Heidi’s, minneapolis

BeSt Chef: NORtheASt

Jamie Bissonnette, Coppa, Boston

Jason Bond, Bondir, Cambridge, ma

Kara Brooks, still river Café, eastford, Ct

Penelle, megan, and Phoebe Chase and ted LaFage,  

Chase’s daily, Belfast, me

tim Cushman, o Ya, Boston

Krista Kern desjarlais, Bresca, Portland, me

Jeffrey Gimmel, swoon Kitchenbar, Hudson, nY

Gerry Hayden, the north Fork table & inn, southold, nY

Brian Hill, Francine Bistro, Camden, me

dano Hutnik, dano’s Heuriger on seneca, Lodi, nY

Liz Jackson, Libby’s Bistro, Gorham, nH

matt and Kate Jennings, La Laiterie, Providence, ri

serge madikians, serevan, amenia, nY

demos regas, emilitsa, Portland, me

Bjorn somlo, nudel, Lenox, ma

Champe speidel, Persimmon, Bristol, ri

danai sriprasert and nattasak wongsaichua, Boda,  

Portland, me
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Bill taibe, LeFarm, westport, Ct

sai Viswanath, dewolf tavern, Bristol, ri

eric warnstedt, Hen of the wood, waterbury, Vt

BeSt Chef: NORthweSt 

Chris ainsworth, saffron mediterranean Kitchen,  

walla walla, wa

aaron Barnett, restaurant st. Jack, Portland, or

matthew Bennett, sybaris, albany, or

matt Costello, the inn at Langley, Langley, wa

matt dillon, sitka & spruce, seattle

Jeff drew, snake river Grill, Jackson Hole, wY

renee erickson, Boat street Cafe, seattle

Jason Franey, Canlis, seattle

John Gorham, toro Bravo, Portland, or

James Honaker, Bistro enzo, Billings, mt

Christopher israel, Grüner, Portland, or

Jeff Keys, Vintage restaurant, Ketchum, id

Brendan mahaney, Belly, eugene, or

naomi Pomeroy, Beast, Portland, or

adam sappington, the Country Cat dinner House & 

Bar, Portland, or

ethan stowell, staple & Fancy mercantile, seattle

Jason stratton, spinasse, seattle

Cathy whims, nostrana, Portland, or

Justin wills, restaurant Beck, depoe Bay, or

rachel Yang and seif Chirchi, Joule, seattle

BeSt Chef: NyC

michael anthony, Gramercy tavern

april Bloomfield, the spotted Pig

marco Canora, Hearth

scott Conant, scarpetta

wylie dufresne, wd~50

John Fraser, dovetail

Kurt Gutenbrunner, wallsé

dan Kluger, aBC Kitchen

mark Ladner, del Posto

Paul Liebrandt, Corton

anita Lo, annisa 

George mendes, aldea

César ramirez, Brooklyn Fare

sean rembold, diner

masa takayama, masa 

Bill telepan, telepan

rich torrisi and mario Carbone, torrisi italian 

specialties

Jonathan waxman, Barbuto

michael white, marea

Galen Zamarra, mas (farmhouse)

BeSt Chef: PACifiC

matthew accarrino, sPQr, san Francisco

william Bradley, addison at the Grand del mar,  

san diego

Josef Centeno, the Lazy ox Canteen, Los angeles

michael Chiarello, Bottega, Yountville, Ca

michael Cimarusti, Providence, Los angeles

Chris Cosentino, incanto, san Francisco
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david Féau, the royce at the Langham Huntington, 

Pasadena, Ca

Beverly Gannon, Hali’imaile General store, makawao, Hi

Loretta Keller, CoCo500, san Francisco

Christopher Kostow, the restaurant at meadowood, 

st. Helena, Ca

mourad Lahlou, aziza, san Francisco

Corey Lee, Benu, san Francisco

david LeFevre, mB Post, manhattan Beach, Ca

Jim moffat, Bar acuda, Hanalei, Hi

matt molina, osteria mozza, Los angeles

daniel Patterson, Coi, san Francisco

richard reddington, redd, Yountville, Ca

John rivera sedlar, rivera, Los angeles

Paul shoemaker, savory, malibu, Ca

Hiroyuki urasawa, urasawa, Beverly Hills, Ca           

BeSt Chef: SOuth

Greg Baker, the refinery, tampa, FL

Vishwesh Bhatt, snackbar, oxford, ms

Clay Conley, Buccan, Palm Beach, FL 

Paula dasilva, 1500º at eden roc renaissance miami 

Beach, miami Beach, FL 

Justin devillier, La Petite Grocery, new orleans

Justin Girouard, the French Press, Lafayette, La

John Harris, Lilette, new orleans

Chris Hastings, Hot and Hot Fish Club, Birmingham, aL 

scott Hunnel, Victoria & albert’s at disney’s Grand 

Floridian resort & spa, Lake Buena Vista, FL

Chad Johnson, sideBerns, tampa, FL 

James Lewis, Bettola, Birmingham, aL

Jeff mcinnis, Yardbird southern table & Bar,  

miami Beach, FL

tory mcPhail, Commander’s Palace, new orleans

Jose mendin, Pubbelly, miami Beach, FL 

James and Julie Petrakis, the ravenous Pig, winter 

Park, FL

Lee richardson, ashley’s at the Capital Hotel, Little 

rock, ar

Jeanie roland, the Perfect Caper, Punta Gorda, FL

Henry salgado, spanish river Grill,  

new smyrna Beach, FL

alon shaya, domenica, new orleans

wesley true, true, mobile, aL

BeSt Chef: SOutheASt

Hugh acheson, Five and ten, athens, Ga

Billy allin, Cakes & ale, decatur, Ga

Jeremiah Bacon, the macintosh, Charleston, sC

tyler Brown, Capitol Grille at the Hermitage Hotel, 

nashville, tn 

ashley Christensen, Poole’s, raleigh, nC

Craig deihl, Cypress, Charleston, sC

John Fleer, Canyon Kitchen at Lonesome Valley, 

Cashiers, nC

damian Heath, Lot 12 Public House,  

Berkeley springs, wV

Linton Hopkins, restaurant eugene, atlanta

Vivian Howard, Chef & the Farmer, Kinston, nC

scott Howell, nana’s, durham, nC

anthony Lamas, seviche, Louisville, KY

edward Lee, 610 magnolia, Louisville, KY

Joseph Lenn, the Barn at Blackberry Farm, walland, tn 

daniel Lindley, st. John’s restaurant, Chattanooga, tn 
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ouita michel, Holly Hill inn, midway, KY

andrew ticer and michael Hudman, andrew michael 

italian Kitchen, memphis, tn

aaron Vandemark, Panciuto, Hillsborough, nC

Ken Vedrinski, trattoria Lucca, Charleston, sC

tandy wilson, City House, nashville, tn

BeSt Chef: SOuthweSt

Bruce auden, Biga on the Banks, san antonio

Kevin Binkley, Binkley’s restaurant, Cave Creek, aZ

Bowman Brown and Viet Pham, Forage,  

salt Lake City, ut

Bruno davaillon, mansion restaurant at rosewood 

mansion on turtle Creek, dallas

mitsuo endo, aburiya raku, Las Vegas

silvana salcido esparza, Barrio Café, Phoenix

mark Fischer, six89, Carbondale, Co

manabu Horiuchi, Kata robata, Houston

anita Jaisinghani, indika, Houston

Jennifer James, Jennifer James 101, albuquerque, nm

Jennifer Jasinski, rioja, denver

maiya Keck, maiya’s, marfa, tX

Frederick muller, el meze, taos, nm

John murcko, talisker on main, Park City, ut

Hugo ortega, Hugo’s, Houston

Paul Qui, uchi, austin, tX

martín rios, restaurant martín, santa Fe

teiichi sakurai, tei-an, dallas

alex seidel, Fruition restaurant, denver

John sharpe, the turquoise room at La Posada Hotel 

& Gardens, winslow, aZ


